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I am often asked for ideas that will
customize a room, what details can
be added to personalize a home and
take it to the next level. One solution
that works for all styles is to create
interest with trims and mouldings. 

Begin by looking at pictures of
rooms that are decorated with crown
mouldings, deep baseboards, win-
dow trim and door details. A great
site to visit is metrie.com. Metrie has
introduced its Then and Now finish-
ing collections, which include five
styles that blend past and present
architectural styles, which make
them both modern and timeless. 

Each element in a collection has
been carefully designed to match the
other pieces — trim matches base-
board — mouldings and even doors,
so that all your decorating details
flow together seamlessly. And the
collections include elements in a
range of sizes to complement the
proportions of any room.

Their dining room features the
“Pretty Simple” collection. Panels
and a chair rail located in the lower
third elongate the walls. Continuity
is achieved by using tone-on-tone,
oak-stained pieces, from the 19-cen-
timetre baseboards to the crown
moulding. You can use casings to
trim mirrors as well as windows and
doors. The elegant fireplace sur-
round and mantel is built using stan-

dard pieces, oak crown and casings, a
flat, square edged oak board and the
corners finished with 15-centimetre
icons. Trim has also been used cre-
atively to decorate the ceiling. 

The octagonal shapes are centred
around the chandelier. To add depth
to the outer sections, chair rail is
layered over baseboard. The ceiling
trim is MDF, the ceiling painted flat
white and the trim highlighted with
semigloss paint. The display cabinet
was originally a hutch fitted into the
wall with glass doors. You can find
instructions on how Metrie trans-
formed it to become a spectacular
centrepiece for the dining room us-
ing mouldings and doors from their
Collections. 

There are many of my favourite
DIY projects featured on the site.
The Then and Now collections in-
clude doors designed for each style.
Make a folding screen simply by
hinging four doors together. The fun
part is painting the doors. 

Here’s an opportunity to try dis-
tressed paint effects, or tie into your
country or folk style with milk paint,
or add wallpaper to the insets for a
romantic mood. 
Debbie Travis’ House to Home column
is produced by Debbie Travis and Barba-
ra Dingle. Please email your questions to
house2home@debbietravis.com. You
can follow Debbie on Twitter at @Deb-
bie_Travis and visit Debbie’s new web-
site, debbietravis.com.

> HOUSE TO HOME

Simple yet elegant mouldings
elevate a dining room’s style
DEBBIE TRAVIS
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Continuity can be achieved by using tone-on-tone, oak-stained pieces.

necessary, you can top up the soil
once you have added the plant.
Step 4: Plant it
Carefully remove the succulent from
its pot or tray. The easiest way to do
this without damaging the plant is to
gently squeeze the container to loos-
en it. Once removed, gently loosen
the soil and roots and place in the
cup. If needed, add a little extra soil.
Finale: Voila!
Succulents do well in sunny spots
and don’t like to be overwatered.
Make sure the soil is totally dry be-
tween watering.

Just Buy It
If you don’t feel like getting your
hands dirty, here’s a few ready-made
succulents available to order. 
Stella Designs Shop mini-succu-
lent in jar
á $7.44 plus $7.44 shipping

Whether you’re throwing a summer
brunch or a bridal shower, these little tea-
cup succulents make a perfect party favour.
A collection of mismatched teacups with
tiny succulents nestled inside are a charm-
ing alternative to pots when grouped to-
gether on a table, tray or windowsill. Suc-
culents are ideal for container gardening,
easy to care for and easy to plant.

Just Try It
Vintage teacups can often be found
in abundance at thrift shops and an-
tique markets, and online at sites
such as Etsy. Once you’ve gathered
your teacups, all you need is soil,
pebbles, plants and a sunny spot.
Step 1: Gather and shop for the
supplies

What you’ll need . . .
Vintage teacup
Cactus soil
Small stones or pebbles
Succulents
Paper tags and twine (optional)

Step 2: Add a layer of stones
Add a small layer of stones or pebbles
to your teacup. This allows room for
drainage. Succulents don’t like ex-
cess water.
Step 3: Add soil
Succulents like well-draining soil.
Add a spoonful or two of cactus soil
to the cup, leaving enough room for
the plant to sit comfortably inside. If

á Ready to ship in 1-2 weeks
Pair hand-painted jam jars and

adorable mini succulents and you
have a perfect match. If you love suc-
culents you’ll be pleased with the se-
lection of gifts and favours offered by
this Etsy shop.
Crate and Barrel potted artificial
short succulent
á $14.95 plus $23.57 shipping

An easy-care faux succulent in a
modern cement pot offers a more
modern take on our teacup version.
Pulp and Mill succulent illustra-
tion
á $6.40, no shipping cost
á Instant download

Not a green thumb? 
Download this easy care succulent

illustration hand-drawn by a St.
Catharines, Ont., design studio of-
fering trendy instant printable art
for your home.

> TRY IT OR BUY IT

Teacup succulents are a charming, easy-to-make alternative to garden pots.

Teacups for green thumbs
DEBRA NORTON
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Beat the autumn chill and put one
of these charmers by your window.

This Stella Designs Shop succulent
is available online at Etsy.com.

All prices do not include tax and are subject to change without notice.

New homes starting in the $150k’s.
Your bridge to smarter living

IT TAKES A COMMUNITY
TO CALL A PLACE HOME�

At Parkbridge, you’re joining a community with a real sense of home. It’s a place where your new
family of social friends is always up to something fun. Parkbridge is all the great things about affordable
homeownership, without all the maintenance, or debt. Now you can live life to the fullest for less.

BuyAHomeGetACommunity.com


